1 E U T EAX % A JCEXZ T Xr X

D 0 T

Why didn’t Grace clearl its properties before leavmr ‘bby?

To !hz’ Editor:

1 read beadhines tike A Town
Left to Dit,” and “Asbestos Death
Haunts Libby " This makes me
sick!

All ¥ know is that people are
dying from asbestosis every day. |
foel sympathy for ail the
mineworkers and their familics.
This entire situation decply saddens
me. The mine has basically been
closed for 10 years. Now tell me
why the propesties that they owned
were not cleaned up before W.R.
Grace lefl Libby? Why wasthe |
property sold? Why was the buyer
not informed? Whv did they do this
to my family? Would they have
done it 1o their own? My entire
- family has been'éxposed 10 this
killer: mother, father, sister, bmh

- ez-inslaw, nicces.and nepheses, hus--
-band a6d child. | want some an-
swers,

I currently hve in Lihby w:th my
husband Kevin and my daughter
Katie, My pasends are Mel arid -

" Lerah Parker of Raintree Nurscry:
Kevin and 1 maved bere in 1994.10
bc close 10 my ﬁmﬂy When we

7

Tothcsdmx . :
lcmtmw:ndj\mdomﬂmg
aoymore. W.R. Grace has caused o
matty problems for my. family. My
name is Tina Matson and Me! and

Lad:?ntkaofkahmuNmaym :

my pareqts.
Iean;bdxevew.k.ﬁraoam

afl of our lives in jeopardy. Who do

they think they are?

They soid a picee of land that
they contaminated. They sold it to
well-known business owners. It
would have been impossibie for
WR. Grace to 001 of known that this
was going o be used for 2 nursery
business. My pareres have worked
‘ﬁ)rytxsmzpmvmgﬂxpmpmy
W.R. Grace will not admit that

bawdomalrandmx:mnlarcw
credibly ‘high. It's devastating to
“think that we worked and played
:day in and day owt on this cobtami-
- pated property. WR. Grace never -
. gave us the choice. 'I‘myplckod
,ourdszmyforus.

: zhae;sapmblem'ﬂx;

“thriving business. They invited

arrived here in L;bb) we stayed on
my patents property for about 6
months. My daughter was only a
year old when we started spending
many hours on the property. 4t this
time we had no idea of the prob- =
lems.

“T-workéd at the Raintree Nurscry

- .for five years. The vermiculitc is

cverywhere on the property.
Cleanup was an everyday thing.
The wind would blow dust particles
all over. We spent every summer
for the {ast six years sweeping in
the fong shed. The dust was un-
bearable at 1imes. The sad thing is
‘that it wasn't just Met and Lerah
and their employers, it was their
grandchildren that were spcndmg
the symmer there,

fwas lstomshedbythcrmksof

‘Eﬁxt:mnglhatbzdbemdoncm D

property. The fevels-of -

m !
wou)dhzvebecnubk(nsd!lftb: ‘

~truth would bave been revesied.

1 wish someone could tell me
how much expasure it actually
takes. | am very concerned for my
family. My parents bave speat 6
years improving that property. Lit.

- e did they know it was kitling

them, This never should have hap--
pened, We should never have been
exposed 1o this kifler.

My daughter is now seven years
old. She has been on the property
for six years. She worked with me
and her grandparents nearly every
day: I can't expeess o you how this
makes me feel: I wonder if these
people who lefi this mess would bet

-+ their children or grandchitdeen on
this property? 1 don't think so.

‘Someone please tel! me what
am:1'supposed to do. Just want?

Wha they have done scomplaﬂyﬁ'

unscceptable. Nmmcpmonm

“my- family should have to be going .
~through this. My daughter asked
‘metheotherday if grandma and
grandpa-were going to die from liv- " .at

ng on'the property. How am I'sip-

. posed 1o ‘explain that maybe they "
: wi!l md maybe her: parents and

thc} mgomgmdae fromubcno-
sis? Worse yet, their children and
Mm’l\\’cwﬁn!m:fof

Mgmcdhsdug\mmg,lwomhnf’ m‘my €3S,

the mooey from selling this contarni-
nated property was worth #17 They
don't care that they made a-few dol<

iatsnﬂucxpuusenfowhvcsm

fivelihood.

Mypmmtsboug!udmlmdfmm“

WR. Grice and turned it into 2

friends and family 10 enjoy their
beautiful property. with them. Now -
it's-all gowe: W.R. Grace has ruined
them. Thetie business is gone, their -

future is gone, mda”wcambopc -

for is their health.
!wondu:{dzacw.&ﬁnce :

lawyers would like to just wait - .-

around 10 find out whether or not

Ay years... :
“Mel and Lerah are forced 1o just

E 'mwmxfﬂwngvmdchﬂdm will

around 1o graduate from high
school.” Ttmxs.:rthcvaremn

"', sroumd: Al of this'pain for profits,

“+ 'WiR. Grace has caused so many
problems; Now they are fighting bo |

~u|n:kcmdwdml!oumommh
“/from their pockets: How dare they.

“They will never be able o pay

| enough for the pain they have

ausedmy&vcu\ahed famni-
ly, my parets and my s:su-rsfmm
ty. God help these people who did

' 'this-to my. family, they will need all
2. the help they can get. They have

:i:anpm in killing people. In my

It bas been six }esrs, basically
her entire life, is that enough of an
exposurc? | think one day was
more then she ever should have
bern exposed; Yhey never gave ber
s-chance, They never gave any of
us a chance.

1 pray every day that we wili be
blessed with good health and long
life. No matter how 1 wish and

- pray it will never take away the

fact that there is a very good
chance that if not all of my famity,
part of my family will dic from as-
bestosis.
‘lcanlchmgclhcpasl,lndns
unfortunate that 1 do not took for-
ward to the future. ] can't foresee
wiy positive outcome, There have
been 10 {ives directly affected by
that iproperty, Ten more lives that
oever should have been exposed.
W.R. Grace had a respoasibility
and they ket us down. They ket me
down. 1 hope 10 God they can sleep
night bocause ot a day will go

: 'by that | won't blame them for

punting my family in this situation.
1 guarantee 1 will not go quietly.
Lersh Castleion

cyes.thuna{onnofmmda
caanslaughter &t the very least. Now
we are just warting it o1t 10 see if we
will survive,

W.R. Grace did this to us. They
refuse to admit it or take any blame.
When the mine closed all this coma-
mination should have been buried.
Their idea now is to “spot clean” the
“hot ancas.” What is this? They did-
0't do it right the firnt time, and now

- they don’t want to do it right the

second time. How many people do
they bave to comaminate before they
are held accountable for their action.
They never should have had the
chance 0 contaminate my {amily.
God forbid we let them to it to any-
one else.

Tina Matson

Wilson, N.C.




